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Denise Riggio is an ELL Curriculum Writer at Schoolwide, Inc. Denise has
been teaching English as a Second Language at the Harrison Avenue
Elementary School in Harrison, New York, since September 1998. Along
with teaching children, she taught adults English as an adjunct professor
at The English Language Institute at Manhattanville College, Mercy
College, and EF International. In addition to teaching, Denise served as the
Harrison Central School District ESL liaison for 7 years. Currently, she
serves as the ESL homework club co-coordinator, the NYSESLAT scoring
leader and trainer, and a mentor teacher.
As a strong advocate for English Language Learners, Denise has
participated in and led many professional development workshops for
parents and teachers of ELLs. Denise has had the privilege of presenting
in the Harrison Central School District Summer Literacy Institute for 2
years. As a strong believer in sheltered instruction, she helped the district
develop its current philosophy and model for teaching ELLs and had the
fortunate opportunity to present this philosophy to the HCSD Board of
Education. Parental involvement and advocacy have always been close to
her heart; therefore, she has developed and coordinated district-wide and
school-wide community events to help raise multicultural awareness and
tolerance.
Denise received an MS in TESOL from Long Island University and a BS in
Speech Language Pathology and Audiology with a minor in Spanish from
the State University of New York College at Cortland. Her post-graduate
focus has been in English Language Arts and Vocabulary Instruction,
Sheltered Instruction, Literacy and Language, and Leadership.
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During her undergraduate career, she studied abroad in Spain and Mexico.
She says it was these experiences and struggles to learn a second
language that motivated her to become a language teacher. Denise’s
professional interest has been to ensure that ELLs meet the same
standards and are successful in the mainstream classroom. This has
caused her to focus on collaboration with classroom teachers to help
scaffold instruction, including building background knowledge and
vocabulary, ensuring all students are engaged, creating and leading
professional development workshops, teaching thematically, intensely
studying and implementing the SIOP model, and (most recently) working at
Schoolwide. Through this work at Schoolwide, she is embedding strategies
and scaffolds to help ELLs succeed within the core curriculum. She feels
confident that the lesson supports will help all teachers of ELLs differentiate
and scaffold lessons, ensuring that students meet the objectives and are
engaged throughout each lesson! She feels privileged to be part of this
work and on the Schoolwide team. Her personal interests include traveling
and spending time with her family. As a working mother of three, she is
very busy but enjoys taking her children to museums, aquariums, national
landmarks and parks, historical and cultural sites, amusement parks, and
water parks.
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