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Maxine LaRaus is an ELL Curriculum Writer at Schoolwide. She began teaching in
1958, first as a fourth-grade teacher in New Rochelle and then as a third-grade
teacher in the East Ramapo Central School District, where she stayed until
retirement in 1998. About 14 years after working as a third-grade teacher, she
became a reading teacher, and then in 1977 she became an ESL teacher and the
Teacher Coordinator for the Elementary ESL program in East Ramapo. For 2 years,
Maxine was a District-Wide Curriculum Associate for grades K–12 for East
Ramapo. While working in East Ramapo, she began giving presentations on
weekends and after school in various districts as a result of winning the Dean’s
Award for Excellence in Teaching in Rockland County. After retirement, she started
her own corporation for consulting. For the past 15 years, Maxine has been
consulting with many districts in New York and New Jersey, training teachers in
Balanced Literacy, Differentiated Instruction, and working with English as a Second
Language students.
Maxine was nominated by the East Ramapo School District for the Teacher of the
Year Award, and in 1988 the College at New Paltz School of Education awarded
her the Dean’s Award for Excellence in Teaching in Rockland County. In 1990, the
Haitian American Parents Association awarded Maxine an award for her work with
Haitian children in the East Ramapo School District. Maxine has contributed
several articles to professional journals on working with English Language
Learners. She has worked as a consultant at Oxford University Press reviewing
and evaluating an ESL elementary program.
Maxine holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Elementary Education from Queens
College, NY, a Master’s of Open Education from Fairfield University, and a
Master’s in ESL from Columbia University. She also holds a Reading Certificate
from New York State. In addition, to further her education, she has attended
Teacher’s College Summer Institutes for the past 6 years.
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Becoming a teacher was Maxine’s goal since she was very young. Teachers had
made a critical and significant impact on her life, and becoming a teacher became
her way of giving back. She passionately believes in the inherent power of one
teacher with any given class. As a teacher, she recognized the impact she had on
the lives of children. One of the gifts she has received as a teacher is the
messages and letters from her students validating this belief. Throughout her
career, there have been many very positive experiences, but some of the most
powerful ones occurred with her English Language Learners. Many of Maxine’s
students had limited schooling and/or interrupted schooling, so she made it a point
to choose a couple of students each year to follow from elementary to high school.
Many students achieved academic success, received awards, and earned
scholarships for college. One of the memories that stands out for her was when
one of her first ESL students received her doctorate degree and invited Maxine to
a party to celebrate her achievement. It was a very proud moment for Maxine. In
her spare time, she enjoys being with each of her four grandchildren and
helping them with their schoolwork. Always a teacher! She enjoys working at
Schoolwide because through her writing of ELL supports for various units, she
feels that she is reaching many English Language Learners in many different
classrooms. She is grateful to Schoolwide because through their inclusion of an
ELL support section for lessons, the company is making these students visible and
validating their need for a particular form of differentiated instruction.
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