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About Schoolwide
Our mission is to enrich students' learning by increasing the tools teachers can use 
to teach effectively

Resources & Curriculum 

• Foundational Skills

• Decodable Texts & Teaching Plans

• Reading Fundamentals

• Writing Fundamentals

• Fundamentals of Grammar & Conventions

• Content Literacy Units of Study

• Classroom Libraries & Curated Books Collections

• Digital Platform: FundU

Professional Learning: collaborative, long-term 

partnerships 



01 Introduction: Meet & Greet

02 Becoming Skilled Readers

03 “The Science”: A Sequential Path from Simple to Complex

04 “The Art”: Decodable Texts and Small Group Instruction

05 Teaching & Reinforcing Reading Skills with Decodable Texts

Our Agenda



Decoding
Language 

Comprehension

Reading 

Comprehension

Gough & Tunmer, 1986; Hoover and Gough, 1986

Simple View of Reading 





The Science of Teaching with 
Decodable Texts    



Decodable 
Texts?
Texts in which the vocabulary has been controlled 

based on the phonics skills taught up to that point in 

the instructional scope and sequence, with an 

emphasis on the new target skill. The majority of the 

words in a decodable text are regularly spelled and can 

be sounded out based on the sound-spelling 

correspondences children have learned. 

What are



Why Decodable Texts?

Gives students the opportunity to 
apply the phonics skills they learn to 
real reading experiences

Close connection between what 
students learn in phonics and what 
they read - builds a strong 
foundation of word reading and 
world solving

Word Recognition



Early Literacy Phonics Instruction 
must include:

Phonemic Awareness (instruction focusing on hearing sounds in words: 
isolating, blending, segmenting, and manipulating sounds in words) 

Alphabet recognition and Alphabetic principle (letters are spoken words 
written down) 

A Scope and Sequence that moves from simple to complex and builds 
upon previous teaching

Word-Learning Routines for automatic recall of high-frequency words 
(most common words in English language). Some of these words are 
regularly spelled, like the words can or with and some are irregularly 
spelled like the words you or have. 



Letter-sound correspondences: Matching 

letter-sounds with letter symbols 

(consonants and short vowel sounds)

Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words 

with short vowel sounds (VC, CV, CVC, and 

CVCs words)

Grade K Skills

From Simple to Complex
Scope & Sequence

Standards Based & Research Aligned



Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words 

with short vowel sounds, which include 

consonant digraphs (sh, th, ch, wh, ck), blends (l, 

r, s,t) and  CCVC and CVCC words

Decode regularly spelled one syllable 

words with long vowel sounds (CVCe, 

CVCes and CCVCe, and common vowel 

teams with long vowel sounds (ee, ea, ai, 

ay, oa)

Grade 1 Skills

Decode regularly spelled 

one-syllable words with variant 

vowel teams, including diphthongs 

(oy, oi, ow, ou, au, aw, oo).

Decode regularly spelled one-syllable 

words with r-controlled vowels (ar, er, 

ir, or, ur).

Decode regularly spelled two-syllable 

words by breaking words into smaller 

parts or syllables (compound words, 

common suffixes).

Decode regularly spelled one-syllable 

words with short vowel sounds (CVC 

and CVCs words)

From Simple to Complex
Scope & Sequence

Standards Based & Research Aligned



Mixed Practice: Decode short, long, r-controlled, and 

variant vowels when reading regularly spelled one- 

and two-syllable words, including words with 

common suffixes

Decode regularly spelled multisyllabic words, by 

breaking words into smaller parts or syllables 

(syllable types and known parts, compound words, 

prefixes and suffixes).

Grade 2 Skills

From Simple to Complex
Scope & Sequence

Standards Based & Research Aligned



Early Literacy Phonics Instruction 
must include:

Word Awareness Activities - students study word parts and discuss how 
words work: word sorts, word building, word ladders

Writing/Dictation - encoding/spelling, transfer phonics skills to 
written words 

Opportunities to blend sounds to read words, make the leap to 
accurate word reading



It's in the application where the 
learning sticks.
Wiley Blevins



The Art of Teaching with 
Decodable Texts    



How do we select 
Decodable Texts?

Instructive

The majority of words must be decodable based on the sound 

spellings taught.

Comprehensible
The text must make sense. 

Engaging

Connected text must be engaging enough for students to want to 
read again.



When are we using 
Decodable Texts?

Small Group Instruction

Independent/Partner Practice



Why Small Group 
Instruction?

Support students to ensure every 
child has access to reading real 
texts

Observe students’ strengths and 
needs and provide responsive 
instruction (if…then..)

Provide scaffolds which set students 
up for success (I can do it!)



Grade K:
CVC(s) Words

Copyright: Cherry Blossom Press



Grade K: CVC(s) Words

Copyright: Cherry Blossom Press

What letter-sound correspondences or patterns will students needs 
to know to decode this book?

What high-frequency words will students need to know by sight?

What words may be challenging for students to decode or 
recognize by sight?

?



Grade K: CVC(s) Words

Copyright: Cherry Blossom Press

What letter-sound correspondences or patterns will students needs 
to know to decode this book?

What high-frequency words will students need to know by sight?

What words may be challenging for students to decode or 
recognize by sight?

?



Focus Phonics Skills
Points out the standards-aligned phonics 

skill reinforced in the text as students 
decode targeted words.

Text Characteristics
Target Decodable Words:

Lists target decodable words found in the 
text which follow regular letter-sound 
spelling patterns, and which students 

should be able to decode based on 
previously taught skills

High-Frequency Words:
Lists common, grade-appropriate 

high-frequency words found in the text 
that students should recognize by sight.

Text Challenges
Points out high-frequency words that 
may prove challenging for students to 

recognize by sight, as well as words 
which may cause readers some 
difficulty decoding or making 

meaning. 

Book Introduction
A relatively quick conversation drawing students’ 

attention to the letter-sounding spelling patterns of the 
decodable words in the title. Then, modeling decoding 

strategies which align with the focus phonics skills. 

Set the Purpose
Sets expectations for during the read. Reminds 

students of strategies that readers use for 
word-solving.



During the Read
Provides examples of possible prompts, questions, and 

explanations based upon anticipated word-solving 
and/or monitoring challenges readers may face. 
The prompts align with the skill focus, as well as 

reinforce previously taught phonics skills.

Prompts to Support Phonics, Self-Monitoring 
& Word Recognition

The bulleted prompts under each skill provide 
medium to high level scaffolding. The first few 

prompts are more concise reminders to use 
previously taught strategies. Some students may 

need additional explanation and modeling to 
support successful application of word-solving 

skills.



After the Read
Prompts students to demonstrate their 

understanding of the text and to recognize portions 
of the text where they applied newly learned 

word-solving strategies. 

Responding & Reinforcing 
Suggests possible teaching strategies to reinforce 

essential phonics, word recognition and vocabulary 
skills. You decide which one or two strategies need to 

be reinforced based on your particular students’ 
challenges and/or the focus.

Optional Independent/Partner Practice
Appendices and additional decodable texts for students 

to practice targeted skills, either individually or with a 
partner, to extend learning and work towards mastery.

Self-Monitoring & Self-Correcting
Reinforces accurate, fluent reading and 

meaning making.

Word-Solving: Phonics
Reinforces sound-spelling relationships and 

decoding strategies through additional explanations 
and modeling.



Optional Independent/Partner Practice: Students may read additional decodable text in school or at home

Exclusively available in Schoolwide’s digital learning platform, Fundamentals Unlimited



Word-Solving: Word Recognition
A word-learning routine for irregularly spelled 
high-frequency words. Students focus on the 

individual sounds and spellings, with attention to the 
irregular part.

Word-Solving: Vocabulary
Extends word learning by defining and explaining 

academic or content-specific words used in the text, 
as well as using context clues to word-solve.



Grade 1:
Long Vowel Sounds

Copyright: Teacher Created Materials, Inc.



Grade 1: 
Long Vowel Sounds 
(CVCe, Common Vowel Teams)

Copyright: Teacher Created Materials, Inc.

What letter-sound correspondences or patterns will students needs 
to know to decode this book?

What high-frequency words will students need to know by sight?

What words may be challenging for students to decode or 
recognize by sight?

?
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Grade 2: Mixed Practice

Copyright: Treasure Bay, Inc.



Grade 2: Mixed Practice

Copyright: Treasure Bay, Inc.

What letter-sound correspondences or patterns will students needs 
to know to decode this book?

What high-frequency words will students need to know by sight?

What words may be challenging for students to decode or 
recognize by sight?

?



Grade 2: Mixed Practice

Copyright: Treasure Bay, Inc.

What letter-sound correspondences or patterns will students needs 
to know to decode this book?

What high-frequency words will students need to know by sight?

What words may be challenging for students to decode or 
recognize by sight?

?



At one magical instant in your early childhood, the page of a 

book—that string of confused, alien ciphers—shivered into 

meaning. Words spoke to you, gave up their secrets; at that 

moment, whole universes opened. You became, irrevocably, a 

reader.

Alberto Manguel



Closing Thoughts + Key 
Takeaways



Key Takeaways From Today’s Session 
Actionable tips for your classrooms

Language comprehension and word recognition are interconnected and interdependent 
processes and essential components of becoming a skilled reader.

Decodable texts should follow a scope & sequence that moves from simple to complex and aligns 
to your phonics instruction so students can apply the skills learned to the texts they read.

Decodable texts are only decodable if the reader has learned the spelling-sound patterns needed 
to decode most of the words in the text.

Small group instruction with decodable texts provides differentiated reinforcement and scaffolds 
for all students to become accurate, fluent, independent readers.

Small-group instruction with decodable texts emphasizes targeted phonics skills and decoding 
strategies, and extends to language comprehension skills (e.g. vocabulary, background 
knowledge, language structures, verbal reasoning and literacy knowledge).

1

2

3
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Interested in learning more about our Decodable Texts and Teaching Plans? Have questions or thoughts? 

Areas we can support you? We’d love to meet with you!
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Thank you for joining us!


